
ELIZA MINTER OF PALGRAVE, SUFFOLK AND HER CHILDREN 

 

RICHARD MINTER & ELIZABETH DRANE 

RICHARD MINTER was born supposedly in Thelveton/Thelton, Norfolk, (1851 Census), around 1775 

the son of RICHARD MINTER & MARY MUSKETT.  He met ELIZABETH DRANE and the couple were 

married in Thelveton on 31
st

 January 1805 producing some eight children between the years 1805 

and 1827, (Richard, William, Thomas, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary and two Elizas).  It’s the second ELIZA 

which intrigued me, since by all accounts, she disappeared with most of her children from the face 

of the earth after the 1881census. 

This second ELIZA was baptised twice, once in Wortham on 23
rd

 April 1827 and secondly 10
th

 May 

1827 in Palgrave.  The Wortham baptism may be because her father, Richard Minter, was at some 

point, Governor of the Wortham Workhouse.   In the 1841 census she appears in Palgrave with Dad, 

Mum and sister ELIZABETH, (HO107/1024/1 f13 p18 – Dad is recorded as being NOT born in Suffolk) 

-  and, just as a matter of interest, the same page shows the family of HEROD & RHODA WILBY plus 3 

children , SARAH, JOSEPH, MARY and a HERRIOT MARJORAM aged 10. 

 

RICHARD MINTER & MARTHA KEMP & ELIZABETH MARJORAM 

RICHARD MINTER (Junior), managed to sow some wild seeds before his marriage to ELIZABETH 

DRANE.  The Overseers of the Poor in Wortham rapped his knuckles twice with Bastardy Orders – 

the first time on 21
st

 February 1803 for a “Male Bastard Child of the body of MARTHA KEMP, single 

woman delivered 17
th

 January now last past”, (see Wortham Parish Baptisms for RICHARD MINTER 

illegitimate son of MARTHA KEMP born 18
th

 January 1803); and the second time on 28
th

 November 

1803 for “Two Male Bastard Children on the body of ELIZABETH MARJORAM, single woman, one 

aged two years and the other aged about four months”.   

 



 

Bastardy Order of 21 February 1803 



 



 

Bastardy Order of 28 November 1803 

RICHARD KEMP is buried in Wortham on 12
th

 January 1830 aged 27, but the names of ELIZABETH 

MARJORAM’s two children can only be deduced, (can’t find the baptisms).  The first is RICHARD 

MARJORAM by reason of a Complaint taken out by RICHARD MINTER on 24
th

 March 1817 against 

WILLIAM TRICKER of Eye for not sustaining the apprentice and sending him back during his period of 

sickness; and the other is JOHN MARJORAM from his burial in Wortham 17
th

 September 1830 aged 

27 and his marriage in Wortham 14
th

 October 1826 to RHODA BATTELEY.  JOHN & RHODA had three 

children, ELIZABETH (1826), RHODA (1828) and HARRIET (1830) before JOHN died. 

Subsequently RHODA married HEROD WILBY 10
th

 April 1834 in Wortham, and the couple went on to 

have five children, all baptised in Palgrave; SARAH (1834), JOSEPH (1836), MARY (1838),EMILY (1841) 

and WILLIAM (1843).Hence, for the 1841 census for Palgrave we have HEROD WILBY, RHODA WILBY 

(wife), SARAH, JOSEPH, MARY and HARRIOT MARJORAM from RHODA’s first marriage. 

 

ELIZA MINTER 

Eliza’s next appearance is in the Wortham Parish Baptisms on 16
th

 November 1850 as the mother of 

DAVID  the son of DAVID & ELIZA HOWELL (late MINTER), he being described as a Lawyer’s Clerk or 

Writer of London.  There is no marriage and the assumption is that DAVID HOWELL was practising in 

London where ELIZA was working at the time. (See HO107/1500 f585 p6 Islington for DAVID HOWELL 

aged 25, born Carmarthen, Wales, described as an Articled Clerk and Solicitor).  The Wortham 



Baptisms on 29
th

 May 1852 also record ELIZA MINTER as being the mother of baseborn ELIZABETH 

HOWELL. 

In the 1851 census for Palgrave, RICHARD MINTER (father, now widowed) is living with daughters 

ELIZABETH and ELIZA with granddaughter ELIZABETH aged 5 months,  (HO107/1795 f362 

p25),although ELIZABETH’s birth doesn’t seem to be registered.  

From this point on, ELIZA has various children at regular intervals with no trace of baptism or indeed 

of any father.  So at the time of the 1861 census for Palgrave (RG9/1149 f76 p26), we have ELIZA 

herself (33 unmarried), ELIZABETH dau (10), IDA dau (6), WILLIAM son (4), LESLIE son (2), ELLEN dau 

(2 months) and a “boarder” FRANCIS SADLER aged 61, unmarried, a Proprietor of House and Fund 

Holder, born Ongar, Essex. 

Several other children follow; EDITH (1863), PERCIVAL (1864), CLIFFORD (1866) and lastly HERBERT 

in 1868 who is actually registered as HERBERT SADLER.  There is a pretence at marriage by the 1871 

census (RG10/1736 f14 p19) where the family is now residing in Botesdale. FRANCIS age 77 (Head, 

married, Invested Money & Annuitant); ELIZA age 43 (Wife, married); IDA (age 16); WILLIAM (age 

14), LESLIE (age 12); PERCIVAL (age 6); ELLEN (age 11); CLIFFORD (age 4) and HERBERT (age 2). 

ELIZABETH has left home and married, (see below) and EDITH died in 1863. 

FRANCIS SADLER dies in 1872 and leaves (by his Will written in 1862), to “my dear and affectionate 

friend ELIZA MINTER now residing with me, all my real and personal estate”.  Probate granted in 

1872 notes the executrix to be ELIZA MINTER spinster and declared assets of under £ 200 with no 

leaseholds.  It seems that, with their new found wealth, the family adopt the surname of SADLER 

and by 1881, the census records in Rickinghall; ELIZA (Widow, Annuitant); CLIFFORD; HERBERT and 

notably ELLEN P. ATWELL age 7, born London, Middlesex described as a “Protégé”.  (RG11/1853 

f97p12).  It is she that becomes the main link to the subsequent activities of the family.  (Actually 

registered as ELLEN PHILIPPA A.ATWILL 1874 Jun Holborn 1B 614). 

For the 1891 census, LILIAN PHILIPPA ATWELL age 17 as a pupil born Holborn, London is resident In 

Mount House School, Wheatley, Oxfordshire, run by ELISE SADLER, School Proprietor, born 

Sheffield, Yorkshire, in company with IDA SADLER, daughter, born Highgate, London and HELEN 

SADLER, daughter also born Highgate, London.   It looks like some of FRANCIS SADLER’s money was 

spent on purchasing the school and paying for the staff, but, why they had to change their names 

and places of birth remains a mystery.  (RG12/1162 f4 p1). 

Ten years later for the 1901 census, ELLEN P. ATWELL aged 26, is now a general servant at a Girls 

Boarding School in Sutton Wick, Berkshire run by ELISE SADLER and her two daughters; IDA SADLER 

and HELEN SADLER both born Highgate, London.  (RG13/1134 f78 p2). 

In 1911, the ladies have moved again to 167, Wokingham Road, Reading, Berkshire and taken ELLEN 

PHILIPPA ATWELL aged 36 with them. In addition they’re looking after CLIFFORD REYNOLDS SADLER, 

grandson, aged 11, born Matatiele, Cape Colony.  IDA now becomes IDA MURIEL SADLER and HELEN 

becomes HELEN MONTMORENCY SADLER, born Bristol, Gloucestershire. 

ELISE SADLER dies 1916 Sep Reading 2C 425 aged 89 but doesn’t leave a Will or Administration. 

DAVID HOWELL 

Without delving into the BMD Certificates, the only proof of his existence is the Wortham Parish 

Registers naming DAVID HOWELL as his father and ELIZA MENTER as his mother. (Baptised 16
th

 

November 1850 Page 66 Item 533).  No entry appears in the National Burial Index and nothing is 



recorded for the 1851 census.  The assumption may be drawn that he was adopted at birth and 

subsequently had his name changed. 

 

ELIZABETH (HOWELL) MINTER 

Baptised at Wortham 29
th

 May 1852 (Page 74 Item 594), she appears in the 1851 census as 5 months 

old with no discernible birth registration - in the 1861 census she’s in Palgrave with the rest of the 

family.  ELIZABETH marries WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM on 15
th

 April 1870 at Diss Parish Church, (giving 

her father’s name as WILLIAM MINTER), and the couple have seven children born between 1870 and 

1894. 

 

 

 

1871 census for Palgrave; WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM; ELIZABETH CUNNINGHAM & ELIZABETH MINTER 

(Aunt). (RG10/1736 f63 p6). 

1881 census for Diss, Norfolk; WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM; ELIZABETH CUNNINGHAM; ELIZA; WILLIAM; 

IDA and ELIZABETH MINTER (Aunt, now classified as Imbecile).(RG11/1966 f112 p40). 

1891 census for Diss, Norfolk; WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM, ELIZABETH CUNNINGHAM, ELIZA, WILLIAM, 

IDA, HELLEN (sic), ELIZABETH & HERBERT. (RG12/1544 f94 p32). 

1901 census for Ipswich; ELIZABETH CUNNINGHAM (Widow), ELIZA, WILLIAM, ELIZABETH, JOHN & 

PERCY. (RG13/1781 f10 p12). 



1911 census for Ipswich; ELIZABETH CUNNINGHAM (Widow), HERBERT & PERCY (RG14/10845 RD213 

SD2 ED20 SN119) 

WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM is buried in Ipswich 21st February 1900 and ELIZABETH CUNNINGHAM dies 

1918 Q2 Ipswich 4A 992 aged 67. 

 

IDA MINTER (see above) 

IDA MURIEL SADLER dies 19
th

 February 1938, (1938 Mar Chichester 2B 663), aged 83 at the home of 

her nephew CLIFFORD REYNOLDS SADLER, Wickesfield, West Wittering, Sussex, (her usual address 

being Southdene, Queens Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire). Both Dr. CLIFFORD REYNOLDS SADLER 

and CLIFFORD SADLER of 17, The Avenue, Clifton, Somerset, (brother) are nominated as executors of 

her Will which also leaves bequests to “my dear sister-in-law MILLICENT ROSE SADLER” wife of 

CLIFFORD SADLER.  (Note – she is missing from the 1881 census). 

 

WILLIAM MINTER 

Born 1856, (1856 Dec Hartismere 4A 447), in Palgrave, WILLIAM appears with the rest of the family 

for the 1861 and 1871 census with a name change to WILLIAM SADLER for the 1871. 

The 1881 census shows him moving up to Rickergate, Cumberland as WILLIAM F. SADLER, age 24, an 

Elementary School Master born Wortham, Suffolk.  Whilst there he marries EMMA SEWELL 17
th

 June 

1884 at Christ Church, Carlisle at which point his name has changed to FRANK WILLIAM SADLER, 

aged 27, Teacher, father FRANCIS SADLER. (1884 Jun Carlisle 10B 695).  The couple have seven 

children; ANGELA being born and dying in 1895. 



 

1891 census for St. Andrew, Droitwich, Worcestershire, we have FRANK WM. SADLER, EMMA 

SADLER, LESLIE (1885), FRANK (1887) and HILDA (1889).  (RG12/2343 f7 p7).                                     

1901 census for St.Andrew, Droitwich, Worcestershire, we have FRANK. W. SADLER, EMMA SADLER, 

FRANK (1887), HILDA (1889), DOROTHY (1893) and BERNARD (1896).  (RG13/2796 f20 p32)1911 

census for St.Andrew, Droitwich, Worcestershire, we have FRANK WM. SADLER, EMMA SADLER, 

HILDA, DORORTHY, BERNARD and VERA (1906).  (RG14/17756 RD3815 SD2 ED1 SN10)    1939 

register for Ramsgate, Kent, we have FRANK W. SADLER, EMMA SADLER, DOROTHY and VERA 

(RG101/1766G/013/9). 

EMMA SADLER died 5
th

 December 1941 with Administration granted to FRANK WILLIAM SADLER. 

FRANK WILLIAM SADLER died 26
th

 January 1943 – Probate granted to DOROTHY SADLER. 

 

ELLEN MINTER (See above) 

HELEN SADLER dies 9
th

 March 1912 at Redcroft, Wokingham Road, Reading, aged 49, a spinster of 

independent means, with IDA MURIEL SADLER, sister, being present at the death.  Despite the 

“Independent means”, no Will or Administration has been registered.  (Note – she is missing from 

the 1881 census). 

 

LESLEY/LESLIE MINTER 

Born LESLEY MINTER (1858 Q4 Hartismere 4A 457), LESLIE is resident with the rest of the family for 

the 1861 and 1871 census. However for the 1881 he’s moved to the Southwark area of London and 

is recorded as being LESLIE SADLER, a “Printer, born Botesdale, Suffolk”.  He is missing from the 



1891, 1901& 1911 census.  Letters of Administration are taken out by HERBERT SADLER “lawful 

brother of the whole blood” when LESLIE dies 28
th

 March 1937, aged 78,  at Rose Cottage, Belgrave 

Road, Eastwood, Essex, intestate, described as a “bachelor without parent”. 

 

EDITH MINTER 

Baptised at Wortham 24
th

 June 1863 – buried at Wortham 1
st

 July 1863 aged 2 months. 

 

PERCIVAL MINTER 

Born Q3 1864 in Wortham, PERCIVAL is living with the family in Botesdale for the 1871 census as 

PERCIVAL SADLER.  For the 1881 census, as PERCY SADLER, he’s taken himself off to London and is 

resident in Bread Street as a Warehouseman in the Manchester Warehouse born Botesdale, Norfolk. 

(RG11/378 f47 p6). 

In the 1891 census, PERCY is working as a Wholesale Draper’s Assistant in the Parish of St. Botolph in 

the City of London, born Wortham, Norfolk.  He’s admitted to the City Road Workhouse on the 16
th

 

January 1897 and 10 days later on 26
th

 January he’s discharged as “Dead”.  (1897 Mar Shoreditch 1C 

46 age 32) 

 

CLIFFORD MINTER 

Born 1866 Q4 Hartismere 4A 525, CLIFFORD takes the surname SADLER for the 1871 and 1881 

census which both record him as being born in Botesdale, Suffolk.  He’s missing from the 1891 

census, but it’s quite likely he’s out of the country for he returns to the UK from Kingston, Jamaica, 

via New York in September 1895. Subsequent to this date he criss-crosses the Atlantic several times, 

leaving Liverpool for New York just before the outbreak of war on 3
rd

 October 1914 on the SS 

Lusitania. 

Several of the shipping manifests give his place of birth as Botesdale, Suffolk and name his contact in 

the UK as Miss Ida M. Sadler of Redcroft, Earley, Berkshire, (sister). 

He returns to Avonmouth, Bristol via New York on 20
th

 March 1927 and promptly on 26
th

 March 

1927 at the Register Office in Bristol, marries MILLICENT ROSE GOWEN. He gives his age as 60, 

bachelor, a retired leather retailer of 10, Clifton Park, Clifton, father FRANCIS SADLER deceased and 

she is age 39, spinster of 17, The Avenue, Clifton. 



 

For the 1939 register both CLIFFORD and MILLICENT are described as Hotel Manager and 

Proprietress, respectively, living at 15-17, The Avenue, Bristol.  By his Will dated 12
th

  December 

1940, CLIFFORD SADLER leaves everything to his wife, but in the event that she predeceases him, he 

names HERBERT SADLER, brother, of Writtle nr. Chelmsford, Essex; and JOHN SADLER, (nephew), 

presently serving with the South African Forces; and his niece HILDA MORELAND, wife of PETER 

MORELAND, of St. Olave’s Park Road, Southborough, Kent; as beneficiaries. 

CLIFFORD dies 20
th

 August 1946 and MILLICENT ROSE dies 31
st

 December 1959. 

 

HERBERT SADLER & CHILDREN 

Born 1868 Jun Hartismere 4A 536, Herbert he is living with the rest of his family for the 1871 and 

1881 census.  However, he disappears for the 1891, 1901 & 1911 census returning to the UK on 18
th

 

June 1912 on board SS Marathon from Durban accompanied by a CLARA SADLER age 31. 

HERBERT and CLARA eventually marry 11
th

 April 1918 at Chelmsford Registry Office.  The marriage 

certificate describes HERBERT as aged 52 “the divorced husband of MARY SADLER formerly 

REYNOLDS (Spinster)”, a Poultry Farmer of Writtle, father FRANCIS SADLER (deceased). CLARA is 

described as CLARA AMALIA PAUL aged 36, a spinster of Writtle, father FERDINAND PAUL a Doctor of 

Medicine (deceased). 



 

Backtracking, South African records show a marriage between HERBERT SADLER and MARY 

REYNOLDS 19
th

 October 1898 at St. Paul’s Church, Capetown by Licence, both of Full Age; HERBERT a 

bachelor, Bank Manager living at Calas and MARY, a spinster, living at Capetown “but lately visiting 

at Dartford, Kent”. 

 



Also backtracking from the 1911 census for ELIZA/ELISE MINTER/SADLER there is the birth of 

CLIFFORD REYNOLDS son of HERBERT and MARY SADLER at St. Stephen’s, Matatiele, (baptised 24 

January 1900) where HERBERT is described as a Bank Manager.  One peculiarity is that one of the 

witnesses or sponsor is stated to be IDA SADLER. 

 

CLIFFORD is shipped back to the UK on the SS Walmer Castle on 28
th

 November 1908 and 

presumably stays with his grandmother and aunts until his father and step-mother arrive in 1912. 

It’s evident that CLARA is pregnant before her arrival in the UK for JOHN SADLER is born 22 July 1912 

Oxney Green Road, Writtle, Essex to HERBERT SADLER and CLARA SADLER formerly PAUL.  The 

obvious delay in their marriage would suggest that the divorce from MARY was not completed, (if it 

ever was), until 1918. 

HERBERT and CLARA make two journeys back to South Africa. Once in 1922 together with son JOHN 

SADLER aged 9 and the other in 1931.  On the return journey in 1931 they are accompanied by 

HELEN PAUL, aged 47, a Matron and a resident of South Africa. 

For the 1939 register, both HERBERT and CLARA are living at Oxney Green Road, Writtle, Essex. 

Dates of birth are given as 5
th

 May 1868 and 10
th

 May 1881 respectively. 

HERBERT dies 1963 Jun Chelmsford 4A 498 aged 95 and CLARA 1966 Jun Chelmsford 4A 496 aged 85.  

Neither of them leave a Will or Administration.  

Second child JOHN SADLER makes a second trip out to South Africa on his own (aged 17) in 1929 and 

presumably stays there.  A quick visit is made back in 1937 to see his parents but I can find no trace 

of him after 1940 when he was serving with the South African Forces. 

First son CLIFFORD SADLER, (or as he later became known as CLIFFORD REYNOLDS DE CLIFFORD 

SADLER), as mentioned above, is shipped to the UK in 1908 age 9, (possibly accompanied by HELEN 

PAUL who is also listed on the same passenger manifest), and is resident with ELIZA, IDA & ELLEN for 

the 1911 census.  He makes one trip out to Gibraltar in 1924. 



In 1933 he marries ELSA MARJORY GASKELL (1933 Mar Kensington 1A 171) and the couple have two 

children – SARAH HELEN SADLER in 1937 and MICHAEL ROBIN DE CLIFFORD SADLER in 1942.  For the 

1939 register ELSA (born 14 January 1906) and daughter SARAH (born 3 June 1937) are living at 

Wickesfield in the Chichester Rural District. 

ELSA dies 23
rd

 November 1959 at 131, Old Road, Cheltenham, and CLIFFORD subsequently marries 

RUTH HUNTLEY nee ROWLEY on 1
st

 July 1966 at St. Mary’s Church, Lavant, Sussex witnessed by both 

his children. 

 

CLIFFORD, himself, dies 30
th

 August 1977 at Nash Point, Lisle Court, Lymington, and RUTH, 5
th

 May 

1985 at the same address. 

 

FRANCIS SADLER 

FRANCIS in both the 1861 and 1871 census gives his place of birth as Ongar, Essex.  His ages vary 

wildly. In 1861 it’s given as 61, in 1871 it’s given as 77 and in 1872, his death is registered as 80.  

None of the usual web sources record a relevant baptism, but there is a history of Francis Sadler 

being used as a family name in the Chipping Ongar area of Essex.  

Assuming he is present for the 1851 census, there is only one likely contender, with that appearing 

in Islington, (HO107/1501 f326 p38) as follows;  FRANCIS (58) born Ongar, Essex; MARY (52), born St. 

Giles; ANNA (24) born St. Giles ; CHARLES (20), born St. Giles ; ELLEN (19) born St. Giles ; HENRY W. 

(17) born St. Lukes ; WALTER B. (15) born St.  Lukes and HERBERT W. (12) born Edmonton. 

In the 1841 census, the family are at Mickleham, Surrey; FRANCIS (45) ; MARY (40); MARY (20); ELIZA 

(15); FANNY (15); ANN (13); ELLEN (8); HARRY (6); WALTER (5); HERBERT (8?) & GRACE (1) – none of 

whom were born in Surrey. 



A search of St. Giles, Cripplegate shows that FRANCIS and MARY baptised a total of 13 children 

between 1818 and 1840.  Although their first two children were baptised in 1818 – ROBERT was 

actually born in 1814 and EMILY in 1817.  There doesn’t seem to be any recorded marriage between 

FRANCIS and MARY (MEACOCK) but there is a recorded baptism for MARY daughter of ROBERT 

MEACOCK (Ironmonger) and ELIZABETH his wife on 18th June 1797 (born 29
th

 May) also at St. Giles, 

Cripplegate.  Three of the sons; CLARENCE, WALTER and HERBERT, emigrate to Australia. 

On 4
th

 July 1806, FRANCIS (son of FRANCIS SADLER of Ongar, Essex), is apprenticed to William 

Yateman of London for a term of seven years as an Upholder. 

 

FRANCIS, as an Upholder or Undertaker of 1, Fore Street, appears in the Land Tax records for the City 

of London and also in the Electoral Registers for the City of London, the last entry appearing in 1855. 

The death of MARY SADLER has not been located with any certainty. 


